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Importance of spray timing and latent period

Spore lands Fungus penetrates Fungus grows Symptoms appear
leaf inside leaf on leaf

Latent period

e
=t

;‘;"‘.f )l growth beyond!

prpep——

" Fungicides effective in this period

.
-

3 No disease symptoms visible

Latent periods can be as short as 4-5 days for mildew and brown rust. Strategies
to manage these diseases depend largely on protecting leaves as they emerge.
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Wheat rust diseases affect
crop production and quality of seeds

Healthy wheat seed (left); wheat seed affected by wheat rust (right)
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